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On 31 May 2023, WHO and public health champions around the world will come together

to celebrate World No Tobacco Day (WNTD). This year’s theme is “Grow food, not

tobacco”. The 2023 global campaign aims to raise awareness about alternative crop

production and marketing opportunities for tobacco farmers and encourage them to grow

sustainable, nutritious crops. It will also aim to expose the tobacco industry’s efforts to

interfere with attempts to substitute tobacco growing with sustainable crops, thereby

contributing to the global food crisis.

 Across the globe around 3.5 million hectares of land are converted for tobacco

growing each year. Growing tobacco also contributes to deforestation of

200 000 hectares a year.

 Tobacco growing is resource intensive and requires heavy use of pesticides and

fertilizers, which contribute to soil degradation.



 Land used for growing tobacco then has a lower capacity for growing other crops,

such as food, since tobacco depletes soil fertility.

 Compared with other agricultural activities such as maize growing and even

livestock grazing, tobacco farming has a far more destructive impact on

ecosystems as tobacco farmlands are more prone to desertification.
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